Intercostal drain migration post esophagectomy.
A 38-year-old man underwent an Ivor-Lewis esophagectomy for a squamous carcinoma at the lower third of his esophagus. On the fifth postoperative day one liter of turbid fluid appeared from the intercostal drain and there was a right-sided pleural effusion on the chest radiograph. A contrast swallow demonstrated a leak at the distal part of the gastric staple line. This leak was managed conservatively and subsequent contrast swallows failed to show any leakage despite the persistent drainage from the drain. At gastroscopy, the intercostal drain was seen to have eroded through the stomach wall. The drain was repositioned and the patient was discharged from hospital 5 days later. We believe this to be the first report of an intercostal drain migration into the stomach after an elective esophagectomy.